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Hope you are all enjoying the Queensland Winter and that if you need the 
rain, you get it soon.  Some fantastic news to warm our hearts is that we 
have now been joined by the Crows Nest District Tourist and Progress 
Association as an Associate Member.  We would like to welcome them to 
our ranks.  
 It is time again for our Annual General Meeting.  The Management 
Committee has agreed that we will meet in the Bundaberg/Childers area 
on Saturday 13th September.   Venue to be advised – please watch out 
for the STOP PRESS.  So please put aside this date and let us know if you 
have any agenda items you wish to be included.  

In this newsletter 
 The reply from Minister David Crisafulli (Local Government) to our 

letters after the Redcliffe election.   
 Further update on the Councils allowed to de-amalgamate  
 Comments from Professor Flint’s Cando Website 
 A comment on Streetscapes and other consolation prizes 
 Membership renewal reminder. 
 Website Update 

Enjoy your reading  - with thanks from Joanna  
 

 
 

 
THE SIZE OF AUSTRALIAN COUNCILS 

 
This Quote was taken from the Website CanDo – some time 
ago.   http://www.cando.org.au/updates 

“Our population has increased 5 fold in 100 years and our 
councils have just about halved. We have gone from an 

average of 4,000 persons per council to over 29,000 persons. 
At the same time we have reduced the number of councillors 

per council to about 2/3 of what they had back then. Our 
representation is shot to pieces. No wonder this country is in 

a mess!" 
(This organisation has Professor David Flint AM as Chairman and Alan Jones and Hugh 

Morgan AC as Patron)  

QLGRA 
Primary goals: 

I. To promote community 
acceptable natural Local 
Government boundaries that 
reflect locally held beliefs 
about community and 
identity, and provide local 
amenity and service; 

II. Recognition in the State 
Constitution of Local 

Government as a legal entity 
with a clearly articulated role 
in governing, such that it can 

only be changed after a 
majority vote in a properly 
constituted referendum; 

 

III. Retention and 
maintenance of reasonable 
levels of State and Federal 

Grants and Subsidies to 
support the necessary and 

important role of Local 
Government in providing and 
supporting rural and regional 

infrastructure serving not 
only local communities but 

also the state and the nation. 

 

Strategic goals: 

IV. To promote the benefits of 
effective, community based 

‘local’ government 
throughout the general public 
and as an area of learning and 
study in tertiary institutions; 

 

V. To share the commonality 
of our cause with all 

amalgamated shires and 
promote the sharing of 

strategy and resources to 
overcome barriers to de-

amalgamation and boundary 
changes. 
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Minister Crisafulli Says “NO” again !  
 

After the Redcliffe election, the success of Len Thomas (Independent) and 
Premier Newman’s promise to listen to Queenslanders (something he has re-
iterated after the Stafford by-election), we wrote to the Premier asking for a 
review of his government’s policy. Once again he deflected our letter to 
Minister Crisafulli who replied on June 24th 2014.  The full content of the letter 
is reproduced in full on the attached PDF, but he again denies us the 
opportunity to seek boundary reform that comes from the community.  He 
states:  “The Government has fully delivered on its election commitment and 
will not be considering any further proposals for de-amalgamation.”   The 
QLGRA considers this to demonstrate blatant disregard for the wishes of 
many communities across Queensland – just as the Labor Party did in 2007.  
He continues  “I reiterate the offer I have already made a number of times 
that where a community has genuine concerns about representation being 
provided by its current local government, I am prepared to listen and work 
with those local governments and their communities to generate new ideas 
and solutions to help empower the whole community.”   
 
ACTION:   THE QLGRA Management Committee has agreed that it will draft  
guidelines to  respond to Minister Crisafulli’s offer ‘to listen’. The guidelines 
will be circulated in the near future and we will explain how member groups 
and individuals can use them to draft a response to the Minister.   
 
MINISTER CRISAFULLI’S FULL LETTER REPRODUCED ON ATTACHED PDF.  

 
 

 

 
Our Website is now being updated on a regular basis.  Great new editions have 

included quotes from Professor Dollery, new photographs, regular news items.   

We would welcome contributions from all member groups – especially 

photographs of your local area and articles about what is happening in your area. 

We have also added a Donate button to encourage community members to 

contribute to the QLGRA financially. The PayPal facility can also be used for 

making it easy to donate to the QLGRA prior to the election, pay your 

membership etc.   

 

Go to:  www.qlgralliance.org.au 
 

Management Committee: 
 
Chairman Bob Johnson,  
Stanthorpe 
07 4681 71 
 
Secretary 
Joanna Kesteven  
Boonah 
 07 5463 5304 
  
Vice Chair Colin Hewett 
Redcliffe  
07 3283 7208 
 
Treasurer Jack Muller,  
Monto  
07 4166 1497 
 
Asst Secretary  
Geoff McKay,   
The Hills 
07 33517993 
 
Membership Secretary Sue 
Johnson, 
Dalcouth 
0420920389 
   
Committee Members:  
David Horner,  
Childers 
07 4125 1001 
 
Joseph Monsour, 
Boonah 
07 5463 5304 
 
Rodney Hansen,  
Caboolture 
07 5498 6995 
 
Chris Ellem,    
Waroo/Surat  
07 4626 5421 
 
EMAIL ADDRESS:  
qlgra@gmail.com 
 
WEBSITE ADDRESS: 
qlgralliance.org.au/ 

 

mailto:qlgra@gmail.com
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URGENT:   MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 
 

We are a bit slow of the mark this year, but it is time for membership renewal.  Please find the 
attached from and complete and return as soon as possible. 

Note: There is no increase in membership fees this year0. 
 

 

THE MINISTER FOR CONSOLATION PRIZES 
 

Recently Minister Crisafulli visited Boonah, a small town in SE Qld, to admire the new Dr Seus 

- like Blumbergville Clock. This clock, whilst quite remarkable, was partly funded (interestingly 

no-one has revealed the true cost) by the State Government.  At the meeting in October 2012 

where the right to a referendum was denied, the Minister offered to support two local projects.  

The clock project was one chosen to remedy the injustice of the amalgamations or ‘heal the 

wounds’ (Minister Crisafulli’s word for it). 

 

In April Farmer Trevor Stretton said in describing the current circumstance in Kilcoy where 10 

local business have closed in the past year:  ‘It’s really bad – since Kilcoy lost its council with 

amalgamation the whole town has just died on the vine.”  The Deputy Mayor Dan Hall reported 

that he thought the amalgamation was not to blame because the Council was injecting a lot of 

money into the town. He goes on to say:  “The Council are doing what they can – we had a big 

street-scaping program and there’s a lot of money getting spent that way to try and beautify the 

town.”  Another consolation prize?  

 

Both of these experiences reminded me of the Mayor of Queenstown, Tasmania in a recent 

radio interview.   After learning that two local mines were closing she was asked what she 

thought would rectify this blow to her town. She replied with words to the effect that she did not 

want ‘to beautify a streetscape’ but she wanted a ‘sustainable’ industry.  

 

The reality is that beautiful streetscapes and clever clocks are not a replacement for a 

functioning local council in your area. Do Deputy Mayor Dan Hall and Minister Crisafulli 

understand that a council provides ongoing meaningful work for locals, means the Council 

spends money with local businesses, that disaster management is likely to be better because 

locals working for the Council know their area, that community groups are better supported, 

Councillors are more likely to know their local area and that the community does not lose its’ 

sense of identity? A council is a sustainable industry.    

 

When Premier Beattie introduced the amalgamations in 2007 he shut down at least one small to 

medium enterprise in every town and urban centre affected – the Council.  This LNP 

government sits on its’ hands, whilst the Minister for Consolation Prizes is touring the country 

handing out the drip feed.  

 

What is happening is that we now have beautiful streets and other monuments, but they have 

empty shops and council buildings standing behind them 

HOW BAD WAS IT?   DE-AMALGAMATION RATE RISES 
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The official rates rises for 2014-2015 have been announced for the four Councils that were 

allowed to de-amalgamate.  Although it is difficult to make comparisons as, (we well know – 

regions are all so different and that is why they need a ‘local’ council), here are some figures 

that collates the publicly available information.   It is also interesting to note that all these rate 

rises are well within the norm of the rates rises generally.  Mareeba, which was predicated to 

have the highest rate rise has the highest percentage – but it comes in at $95 per ratepayer.   
 

Rates rises in the four new councils compared with the previous year 

Council Area General Rate Rise 

Comparing 2013-

2014 with 2014-

2015 

Waste Collection 

Rise Comparing 

2013-2014 with 

2014-2015 

Total Estimated 

Rise for average 

Household per 

year 

Noosa 0% $246 to $264 – 

7% 

$18 on everything 

Yeppoon 4.6% 5.6%  $136.24 – on 

everything 

Mareeba  9.9% 5.5% $95 on general 

rates 

Port Douglas 5.2%  . Unable to locate $128.19 

 

We also know that many other Council areas have introduced rate rises of a similar level.  For example 

Scenic Rim Council General Rates have gone up reportedly by 3.3%, but the actual reality is that many 

have gone up by up to 9% as the Council collapsed all residential categories into one.   

 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING NOTICE  
 

A preliminary notice to let you know we are planning to 

hold our AGM in the Bundaberg area on Saturday 

September 13th 2014.  

Please forward any agenda items. 

Venue to be advised.  

PLEASE PUT THIS DAY ASIDE AND DIARISE IT. 
 
Newsletter Content:  Every effort is made to ensure that the contents of this newsletter are accurate but the 
Alliance takes no responsibility for unintentional errors or omissions. Please let us know if you believe there are 
factual errors contained in any article and we will correct such errors if possible. The contents of this 
newsletter including any text, images, graphics are subject to copyrights or intellectual property rights. No 

materials may be copied for commercial use or distribution or modified or reposted to other sites or 
published in any printed form without obtaining our permission in advance. 
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QLGRA Inc. MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM  
Renew your membership now and stay informed.  

Name of your group if applicable: …………………..……………………….………..  
Your Name………………………………………………….…………………………..  
.  
Address……………………………………………………...…………………………..  
Contact Phone Number/s……………………………..…………..……….……………  
Email address (please print clearly) ……………………………………………..…….  
Please select appropriate membership group:  
MEMBER TYPE  DESCRIPTION OF 

VOTING RIGHTS  
FEE  PLEASE TICK  

Ordinary Group Member  Voting Rights – two votes 
per group  

$50  

Associate Group  Non Voting Rights  $20  
Individual Member  Non Voting Rights  $5  
Payment Method:  
Method  How to  Please tick Method used  

Cheque  Made payable to:  
Qld Local Government Reform Alliance Inc.  
Post to: Mr J Muller, Treasurer, QLGRA Inc, 4 
Mouatt St, Monto, 4630  

Direct Deposit  
(BOQ)  

Please identify your payment – your name or 
your groups name on the transfer. .  
Account Name: QLGRA Inc  
Account Details: BSB No: 124 960 - Account 
No: 2206 1203  

Website  www.qlgralliance.org.au – look for the 
Donate button  
and use the PayPal option  

 

 

Finally - Please post this completed form to Mr J Muller, Treasurer, QLGRA Inc, 4 Mouatt 

St, Monto, 4630 even if you pay on the Website or by direct debit. Thank you for your 

continued interest for this important issue. 


